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T.A. 38-675: Jackpile-Paguate Reclamation Plan 

A meeting between CERT staff and members of the Natural Resouroe Ck>mmittee of the 
Pueblo of Laguna (see attached list) was held on May 25,1983 to discuss three studies 
recently submitted to CERT for review: 

• Highwall Slope Stability in the North Paguate area; 

e Evaluation of Hydrologic Effects Resulting from Pit Backfilling at the 
Jackpile-Paguate Uranium Mine; and 

e Radiological Impacts of the Jackpile-Paguate Uranium Mine. 

CERT staff had not had time to adequately review the documents and, thus, only 
tentative comments and concerns could be presented during the meeting. The tribe will 
be meeting with Anaconda on June 9,1983 and the issues covered by the aforementioned 
reports will be discussed. The tribe would like our input prior to that date. 

Both the highwall stability and hydrologic effects reports were prepared for Anaconda by 
consultants. An independent evaluation of the hydrology of the mine area is being 
prepared for the BLM (formerly MMS), but likely will not be available prior to the June 9 
meeting. The radiological impacts report was prepared by Argonne National Lat>oratory. 

The highwall stability report concluded that the North Paguate pit highwall is and would 
remain stable even at the reported slope angles as high as 60° (the typical slope 
characteristics are reported to be 130 feet high at a 45° angle). Groundwater was not 
considered a factor since the water level would "be below the lowermost portion of the 
highwalL Therefore, no pressurization effects on highwall stability should occur." The 
highwall stability study was completed prior to the hydrology report prepared by Dames 
and Moore. Consequently, the estimated higher water recovery levels in the north pit 
area were not considered. However, the highwall stability likely would not be reduced 
because backfill would be above the water recovery level and, as noted above, the 
groundwater level would be below the lowermost portion of the highwall. Our expertise 
to evaluate the technical components of the report is limited. However, intuitively the 
highwalls would generally be stable as they have already been in place over several years, 
and the naturally formed mesas in the area are characteristic of exposed sandstones and 
shales forming stable, steep walls. 
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